
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE624 May 11, 2017 
IN RECOGNITION OF TOYOTA 

MOTOR NORTH AMERICA ON THE 
DATE OF ITS SUPPLIER CENTER 
GRAND OPENING 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Toyota Motor North America on the 
date of the Toyota Supplier Center and Proto-
type Development Facility grand opening. Toy-
ota Motor North America has been a strong 
partner to southeast Michigan by utilizing our 
state’s automotive expertise to help produce 
its next generation of automobiles. 

Originally established in July 1977, Toyota 
Motor North America’s Research and Develop-
ment has contributed significantly to the lead-
ership of southeast Michigan as a leader in 
automotive engineering, driving important 
breakthroughs in automotive design and safe-
ty. Toyota employs approximately 1,440 indi-
viduals in its Ann Arbor and York Township fa-
cilities whose work has critical input to many 
of Toyota’s most popular vehicles. These fa-
cilities collectively have contributed to the ve-
hicle development of many of Toyota’s most 
popular vehicles, including the 2014 Tundra 
and 2015 Camry designs, and its advanced 
research and prototype development efforts 
continue to serve as a critical source of inno-
vation for the company at large. 

Toyota Motor North America’s significant in-
vestment in expanding and upgrading its Ann 
Arbor and York Township engineering facilities 
underscores the importance of the 
groundbreaking research and development 
being done here. The expansion of the 
powertrain development facility in Ann Arbor 
Township, as well as further improvements to 
the York Township site, will allow a continu-
ation of the successful partnership between 
Toyota and the State of Michigan. The tal-
ented and educated southeast Michigan work-
force, combined with Toyota’s new facilities 
and additional resources, will help ensure that 
Michigan’s automotive industry remains a 
worldwide leader in the coming decades. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Toyota Motor North America and 
Mr. Toyoda during the grand opening of the 
Toyota Supplier Center and Prototype Devel-
opment Facility expansion. This critical invest-
ment will leverage Michigan’s talented work-
force to conduct cutting edge automotive re-
search and development. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE GRAND 
OPENING OF CENTERFUSE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the grand opening of CenterFuse in 
Manassas, Virginia, an innovative business 
accelerator that will allow individuals, entre-
preneurs, start-up companies, and established 
firms to lease office space and conference 
rooms. This state of the art facility is equipped 
with brand new office and conference equip-
ment, including smart televisions, fast wifi, and 

a fully functional kitchen. While offering some 
of the most modern technology, and yet at the 
same time being situated in Old Town Manas-
sas, CenterFuse will provide the residents of 
Virginia’s 10th Congressional District with 24/ 
7 access to a unique combination of advanced 
technology and a relaxed and familiar setting. 

The idea for CenterFuse was originally con-
ceived by Gail and Bennet Whitlock, of 
Whitlock Financial, and Jacqueline and Ken 
Krick, of ECU Communications, who formed 
an LLC to purchase the Hyson Building in Ma-
nassas on the corner of Center Street and 
Main Street. The two firms have their own of-
fices upstairs, but below, where the Fauquier 
Bank once stood, they built CenterFuse. To 
fund the construction of CenterFuse, they 
formed a public-private partnership with the 
City of Manassas, receiving a $200,000 grant 
from Manassas City leaders. The day-to-day 
operations will be overseen by Historic Manas-
sas, Inc. (HMI) and their Executive Director/ 
CEO, Debbie Haight, and under her leader-
ship, HMI will manage the office’s front desk, 
organize classes and activities, and lead the 
recruiting efforts for new clients. 

In today’s competitive economy, many small 
companies and individuals require modern 
workspaces, yet often find it difficult to secure 
or maintain an office. CenterFuse will amelio-
rate this problem by offering a variety of op-
tions for businesses, ranging from year-long 
leases for private offices to co-working day 
passes. This will enable these growing busi-
nesses or individuals to work in an environ-
ment that caters to their specific needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I would ask that my colleagues 
join me in applauding the Grand Opening of 
CenterFuse. It is my hope that CenterFuse will 
help Virginia’s 10th Congressional District to 
continue to be a catalyst for new businesses 
to thrive. I am very thankful for the broad 
range of opportunities it will afford my constitu-
ents and I look forward to the positive impact 
it will have on individuals, entrepreneurs, busi-
nesses and our commonwealth as a whole. 

f 

IN HONOR OF MR. FREDERICK VAN 
HOOSE’S FORTY YEARS OF 
SERVICE 

HON. PRAMILA JAYAPAL 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Frederick Van Hoose, Executive 
Director of the Northwest Field Office of 
SourceAmerica, who is retiring after 40 years 
of service. 

Mr. Van Hoose grew up in the agricultural 
heartland of eastern Washington, where he 
learned at a young age the value of honest 
work. He also came to understand work as a 
social connection—an activity that, in bringing 
people together for a common purpose, vali-
dates our collective worth and impact on each 
other. After receiving his bachelor’s degree 
from Central Washington University and his 
MBA from City University of Seattle, Mr. Van 
Hoose built a career centered on the needs of 
persons living with disabilities. As an executive 
manager at Provident Industries in Yakima, 
Washington, and Northwest Center Industries 
in Seattle, he developed employment opportu-
nities that increased the quality of life for hun-
dreds of workers with disabilities. 

In March 1997, Mr. Van Hoose secured a 
position as an Operations Manager with Na-
tional Industries for the Severely Handi-
capped—now SourceAmerica—a non-profit 
agency that works through the provisions of 
the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act to facilitate 
meaningful employment for persons living with 
disabilities. Mr. Van Hoose has helped scores 
of non-profit agencies build business systems 
to expand their capacity to compete for con-
tracts, and he has worked with Federal pro-
curement professionals to find contracting so-
lutions that enhanced the double bottom line: 
quality services and products for a fair price, 
while supporting access to employment for 
persons living with disabilities. 

During his tenure with SourceAmerica, Mr. 
Van Hoose has served as a model of the self-
less spirit and inspired leadership that has 
helped the program grow to employ many indi-
viduals living with the full range of disabling 
conditions, including many wounded warriors. 
Mr. Van Hoose’s dedication to enhancing the 
lives of Americans living with disabilities ex-
tends to his personal life, as he serves as 
guardian to a man living with a severe dis-
ability. 

For his years of dedicated service, it is ap-
propriate to express our deep appreciation for 
Frederick Van Hoose’s long and exceptional 
career and his outstanding volunteer service, 
and to wish him well on his retirement. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NIEMANN 
FOODS’ 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to honor Niemann Foods as they cele-
brate one hundred years of business. 

In 1917, brothers Ferd Sr. and Steve 
Niemann achieved the American dream by 
opening their first grocery store, Niemann 
Brothers, in Quincy, Illinois. By providing qual-
ity produce, goods, and customer service, the 
Niemanns afforded the opportunity to expand 
their operations to thirty grocery stores by 
1930. One decade later, the Neimann brothers 
opened Quincy’s first full service supermarket, 
Food Center, which was open seven days a 
week. Food Center became the heart of the 
town and was the beginning of the area’s 
modern shopping tradition. Today, Niemann 
Foods, an ESOP company, provides employ-
ment for over 5000 hard-working people 
spread throughout their retail banners, which 
include County Market, Save-A-Lot, Ace Hard-
ware, Pet Supplies Plus and Haymakers con-
venience stores. As the Niemann tradition 
continues to thrive, consumers can find their 
quality products and customer service at more 
than one hundred stores all across the Mid-
west. 

For one hundred years, Niemann Foods has 
given back to their community through hard 
work, generosity, and their commitment to 
helping others. Without a doubt, Niemann 
Foods is a staple of Illinois’ 18th District and 
I am proud to consider them our neighbors. 
Congratulations to Niemann Foods on a pros-
perous century and I wish them one hundred 
more years of success. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF BYRON BUNK-

ER FOR BEING NAMED A FINAL-
IST FOR THE SAMUEL J. 
HEYMAN SERVICE TO AMERICA 
MEDAL 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Byron Bunker for being named a fi-
nalist for the Samuel J. Heyman Service to 
America Medal. Mr. Bunker’s work as Director 
of Compliance Programs for the Environ-
mental Protection Agency was key to uncover-
ing Volkswagen Group’s automotive emissions 
evasion scheme and safeguarding public 
health. 

Since 1999, Mr. Bunker has worked for the 
EPA’s National Vehicle and Fuel Emissions 
Laboratory in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which con-
ducts tests to certify that vehicles and engines 
meet the United States’ emissions and fuel 
economy standards. As Director of the 
NVFEL’s Compliance Division, Mr. Bunker 
tests automobiles and their components to en-
sure that they comply with clean air regula-
tions. Working in conjunction with academic 
researchers and other federal officials, Mr. 
Bunker helped uncover and halt a scheme by 
Volkswagen to evade emissions standards 
through the use of software designed to inten-
tionally fool regulators about the true emis-
sions levels of its diesel vehicles. This dis-
covery eventually resulted in the largest pen-
alty ever levied against a car manufacturer 
and helped lay the foundation for additional 
criminal investigations. These have resulted in 
$4.3 billion in civil and criminal penalties, as 
well as indictments against Volkswagen ex-
ecutives. 

Mr. Bunker’s expertise and tireless efforts 
played a critical role in uncovering this wrong-
doing and underscore the importance of the 
EPA’s enforcement efforts. As a result of Mr. 
Bunker’s work, the EPA was not only able to 
detect a sophisticated and widespread emis-
sions evasion scheme, but also strengthen its 
testing procedures to prevent similar decep-
tions in the future. Through his rigorous work 
and collaboration with other officials in the 
EPA, Mr. Bunker has been an important driver 
of efforts to protect Americans’ health and the 
environment, and it is my hope that he con-
tinues to effectively safeguard public health 
and safety in the years ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Byron Bunker for being named a 
finalist for the Samuel J. Heyman Service to 
America Medal. Mr. Bunker’s rigorous enforce-
ment work has been important in protecting 
public health and safety. 

f 

HONORING NEAL A. DEANGELO 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pride that I honor my good friend, Neal 
DeAngelo, and congratulate him on being 
named the 2017 Distinguished Citizen of the 
Year by the Greater Hazleton Area Boy 

Scouts. With years of success with his family 
business, and his commitment to giving back 
to Hazleton and the broader community of 
Pennsylvania’s 11th district, it comes as no 
surprise to me that he has been chosen to re-
ceive this honor. 

Neal has been an instrumental figure in the 
Hazleton community. I can say with certainty 
that there are few people who have done as 
much for Hazleton as Neal. He has served on 
the boards of several non-profit organizations, 
including the YMCA and United Way. He has 
also served as the President of the Profes-
sional Lawn Care Association of America, and 
is a founding member of the State Associa-
tion, for which he also served as President. 
Neal has been a longtime supporter of Scout-
ing in the Greater Hazleton Area. Through his 
generosity and commitment, Neal has helped 
make a positive difference in the lives of more 
than 500 young men throughout our commu-
nity, providing them with an opportunity to par-
ticipate in Scouting’s character-building and 
leadership programs. 

Not only is Neal one of the most charitable 
people I know, he is also a well-respected 
businessman. Neal co-founded DBI Services 
with his brother in 1978 and grew the com-
pany into an international diversified services 
enterprise, exceeding $250 million annually 
with a global network of over 50 locations and 
1,800 employees. His hard work made it pos-
sible for his company to spur growth in and 
bring quality service to Hazleton, as well as 
the rest of the Commonwealth. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
Neal for all he has contributed to the Hazleton 
community and once again congratulating him 
on being recognized as the Greater Hazleton 
Area Boy Scouts’ 2017 Distinguished Citizen 
of the Year. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF 
FRANCIS R. LUDOVICI 

HON. BRIAN K. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the life of Francis R. Ludovici, a 
beloved member of the Upper Southampton, 
Pennsylvania community who passed away on 
Saturday April 29, 2017. 

Mr. Ludovici—Frankie to his friends—was a 
Combat Engineer in the U.S. Army Reserve, a 
builder, a business owner, and a family man. 
When he wasn’t renovating and flipping 
houses, his passion, he was selling pinball 
machines and poker tables, a business he 
took over from his father before him. Frankie 
loved his community in Upper Southampton 
and they loved him back. His presence will be 
greatly missed but his contributions will be felt 
for generations to come. 

f 

HONORING DR. MANUEL BACA 

HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the long career of public service pro-

vided by an outstanding educator in my re-
gion, Dr. Manuel Baca, who has served the 
students, staff, and faculty of Rio Hondo Col-
lege with distinction for the past 32 years. 

Dr. Baca has been an invaluable resource 
to me and my staff, and will be truly missed 
at Rio Hondo College. Dr. Baca has served in 
many capacities as Professor of Political 
Science, Director, Dean, Vice President, and 
Interim Superintendent/President of Rio Hondo 
College. He also serves on the Board of Trust-
ees of one of the largest community colleges 
in the Country, Mt. San Antonio College, and 
is the immediate past President of the Cali-
fornia Community Colleges Board of Gov-
ernors. 

I have been privileged to work with Dr. Baca 
in numerous areas that have improved edu-
cational opportunities for students and the 
needs of our region. We have worked together 
on expanding transit services to the student 
body and staff by offering free and reduced 
price transit passes and buying shuttle buses 
for enhanced connectivity, Dr. Baca has sup-
ported the growth of Rio Hondo College’s po-
lice, fire and first responder training programs 
that have benefited the greater Los Angeles 
Community by providing a well-educated work-
force for our public safety agencies. 

I am particularly thankful for the work Dr. 
Baca has done to increase educational oppor-
tunities at Rio Hondo College for veterans. As 
a veteran of the United States Marine Corps, 
Dr. Baca understood the important role Rio 
Hondo College could play in helping post-9/11 
veterans and all veterans receive workforce 
training and other services to start new ca-
reers and assimilate into civilian life. In addi-
tion, Dr. Baca has assisted in organizing vet-
eran student summits throughout the State of 
California. Our nation is grateful for Dr. Baca’s 
service as a Marine and his continued service 
to the men and women of our military. 

Dr. Baca has been a role model and leader 
in opening up opportunities for Latino/a stu-
dents by advocating for legislation at the state 
and federal level to support Hispanic-Serving 
Institutions. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Rio Hondo 
College Community and the many people he 
has impacted in the greater Los Angeles Re-
gion, I ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Dr. Manuel Baca on his retirement, 
and thanking him for his long career of public 
service to Rio Hondo College, the State of 
California and our nation. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE WOMEN’S 
CENTER OF SOUTHEASTERN 
MICHIGAN FOR ITS WORK ON BE-
HALF OF WOMEN IN NEED 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 11, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Women’s Center of South-
eastern Michigan as the community gathers to 
celebrate all the good work it performs. The 
Women’s Center provides affordable coun-
seling and health services to women in a car-
ing environment. 

Originally established in 1977 as Soundings: 
A Center for Women, the organization 
changed its name to reflect the growing region 
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